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REPLY TO

ATTN OF:   AFJROTC
SUBJECT:  AFOATSI 36-2001/AFI 36-2903, Dress & Personal Appearance Standards 

TO:  All Cadets and Parents

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * BASIC GROOMING STANDARDS * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

· “All members of AFJROTC must maintain a high standard of dress and personal grooming and must present a neat and well-groomed appearance to their fellow citizens.”  For this reason, we must require that cadets meet MILITARY STANDARDS in hair, hair accessories, facial hair, mustache, sideburns, jewelry, cosmetics, nail polish, and other areas as applies to male or female cadets.  Any cadet who will not meet these standards will not be allowed to wear the Air Force uniform.  Discipline will be determined by AFJROTC instructors and school administration.

· Our Primary Goal is to teach our cadets to be responsible citizens.  Therefore, we hold THE CADET responsible for being in uniform on the appointed uniform day, meeting all requirements.  It is not the parent’s responsibility.  Because of this, certain excuses are not acceptable (1.e. uniform in cleaners/too small/too big/not clean, need haircut, just got ears pierced, etc.) for not being in uniform.  If you are having a problem in any area, it should be brought to an instructor’s attention before the next uniform day, not on uniform day.
· TATTOOS/BRANDS:  Cadets cannot wear tattoos or brands if they contain unauthorized content, are inappropriate for the military image, or are excessive (cover more than ¼ of the exposed body part or are above the collarbone and readily visible when wearing an open collar uniform.)
· BODY PIERCINGS:  Cadets are prohibited from attaching, affixing or displaying objects, articles, jewelry or ornamentation to or through the ear, nose, tongue, eyebrow, or any exposed body part, including visible through the uniform. (Exception:  Guidelines explained below for female earrings.  Males do not wear earrings.)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   GROOMING AND APPEARANCE – MALES * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

· HAIR----WILL Be clean, well-groomed and neat….If dyed, will look natural….tapered (conforms to the shape of the head) on both sides and back, with and without hat.

WILL NOT be worn in extreme or fad styles…. touch the ears (only closely-cut or shaved hair on neck will touch collar).  Shaved heads or military high and tight are authorized hair styles for males only.

WILL NOT exceed “1 and ¼” inches in thickness, regardless of length, then be tapered so that it will not exceed “1/4” inch thickness at the termination points.

WILL NOT contain or have visible foreign items attached to hair….no excessive grooming aids….not touch eyebrows when groomed or protrude below the front of the hat.

NOTE:  Any cadet with facial hair will be required to shave to meet military standards.

· SIDEBURNS----WILL BE neatly trimmed and tapered in same manner as hair….be straight, even width same as hair….end in a clean-shaven, horizontal line.
WILL NOT extend below the lowest part of the outer ear opening.

· MUSTACHE----WILL NOT extend down below the lip line of the upper lip or sideways beyond a vertical line drawn up from the corner of the mouth.
· BEARD----WILL NOT be worn except for health reasons (MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION IS REQUIRED).  If worn, must be kept neat and trimmed not to exceed “1/4” in thickness.
·  If a cadet has a medical problem with shaving, we must have official medical documentation stating so.  This is because we are required to meet Air Force standards and are inspected by the Air Force each year.  This documentation will be kept in the cadet’s personnel file and must be updated each year the cadet is in JROTC.

· EARRINGS/NAIL POLISH----WILL NOT be worn by male cadets in uniform anywhere on the body.  (NO EXCEPTIONS).

Any cadet who chooses not to meet these standards after class instruction will be asked to return the uniform to JROTC, may receive a failing grade, and be referred to school administration.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * GROOMING AND APPEARANCE – FEMALE * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
This section briefly explains personal grooming and appearance standards for female cadets in military uniform in accordance with Air Force with Air Force Instruction 36-2903 and AFROTC Instruction 36-9.

· HAIR/WIGS----WILL be styled to present a professional appearance…. be clean, well-groomed and neat….If dyed, must look natural.
WILL NOT----contain excessive grooming aids….touch eyebrows when groomed.

WILL----be styled to present a professional appearance….have only plain and conservative pins, combs, headbands, elastic bands and barrettes in black or similar to hair color to keep hair in place.

WILL NOT----be worn in extreme or fad styles….extend in length, on ALL sides, below an invisible line at bottom edge of collar at the back of the neck.

WILL NOT----exceed “3” inches in thickness….prevent proper wear of hat….have hair ornaments such as ribbons or jeweled pins or combs.

· EARRINGS----May wear small, conservative, spherical (ball), gold, white pearl, or silver, or diamond post….Pierced or clip….must fit tightly without extending below earlobe.  (Exception:  connecting band on clip earrings may extend below earlobe)….Only ONE earring per earlobe (in the EARLOBE ONLY, nowhere else on the ear).  Absolutely NO other body-piercings (i.e. tongue ring, nose ring or earring, eyebrow earring etc.) 
NOTE:  If a female cadet decides to pierce her ears during the period of the school year she will be required to wear a uniform, she will not be excused while the ear is healing if it does not meet these standards.  NO EXCUSES.

· NAIL POLISH….MUST BE conservative, one single color, in good taste, with no ornamentation or design.
· COSMETICS – face powder, lipstick, mascara, eyeliner, rouge and any other cosmetics must be conservative and in good taste.
Any cadet who chooses not to meet these standards after class instruction will be asked to return the uniform to JROTC, may receive a failing grade, and be referred to school administration.
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